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Brenda Smithâ€™s Bridging the Gap was the first college reading text to focus on reading for

college, and through its eleven editions has been the most popular textbook choice of

developmental reading educators.
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We use this text for the supplemental/academic skills courses we offer at my community college, for

those people whose reading skills are rusty for a number of reasons, including having been out of

school for a number of years (sometimes as long as four or five decades), not having paid attention

in class in high school, or other low-level literacy related reasons.This book is well organised for a

semester-long course that will bring out many of the critical skills necessary for doing college level

work. Regardless of the discipline one goes into in college, one will have to do reading - this is as

true in the nursing school, the electronics/drafting programmes, the business skills areas as well as

those going on to full-fledge four-year and onward college degrees.The book begins by exploring

issues in active learning and vocabulary, some of the key concepts necessary for comprehending

easily what one is reading. From there, particular kinds of reading skills are emphasised - looking for

the main idea, recognising patterns of organisation and flow, seeing different points of view in the

text, and beginning practice with critical thinking and engagement skills.Within each section, there

are readings and essays designed to strengthen the points being emphasised. These come from a

wide variety of sources and cover a lot of different topics, so that they are not all about any

particular thing, but rather each student will most likely find something of interest along the way.

Each section ends with a vocabulary booster piece, and the final chapter is a very useful guide of



test-taking techniques and study tips.
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